
1 | P a g e    

 

 

 

 

 

A. Voices from Africa 
WISE is developing its pension programme   

The Addis Ababa-based organization Women In Self-Employment 

(WISE) is currently working with poor self- employed women and 

girls to achieve self-reliance and improve the quality of their lives 

by supporting their empowerment. WISE is our main partner 

organization in Ethiopia and as part of our SETU Africa 

programme, a team of Ethiopian grass-root team leaders visited 

SEWA in April, 2014 to see the different work of SEWA. They also 

visited SEWA Bank to know about different financial services 

including pension and different need-based saving products. WISE 

colleagues said they were inspired by SEWA Bank to start up 

pension in Ethiopia. 

Studies reveal that in Ethiopia an enormous number of women 

participate in the self-employment/ informal sector. However, they 

are not covered by any pension arrangement. As a result, they fall 

into the poverty trap after retirement. Although, currently there is no 

pension arrangement for those who are engaged in the self-

employed sector in Ethiopia, we hope that there will be in the 

future. 

The most of WISE’s members have created some 

assets, sustainable income and work opportunities 

for themselves and others due to WISE’s 

interventions. However, some members could not 

and do not have savings or assets for old age . 

Some members fall into the poverty trap when 

they quit work due to old age. 

The organization learned of SEWA’s experiences 

regarding pension for those who engaged in the 

informal sector. Accordingly, the organization 

designed a micro-pension scheme called “Saving 

today for Tomorrow” for WISE cooperative 

members. The program is linked with the Union of 
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WISE SACCOs. Currently, the organization is promoting the programme to members using the 

picture shown here. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

B.   News from SETU Africa 

Ethiopian Embassy team visited SEWA  

The SETU Africa SEWA team visited the Ethiopian embassy in New Delhi to brief, Her 

Excellency, Dr. Gennet Zewide, Ambassador of Ethiopia to India, and the Ethiopian Embassy 

team about SEWA, the SETU Africa programme and our engagement with the sisters and 

brothers of Ethiopia. We explained to them about our experience in Ethiopia, about the 

workshop conducted and field visits held during our visit to Ethiopia. During our interaction, it 

was mutually agreed to strengthen 

our relationship through the SETU 

Africa programme. To start with, a 

team of embassy headed by Mr. 

Aklilu Kebede, Minister 

Counsellor-II, Political, Public 

Diplomacy & Public Relations and 

Mr. Henock Asnake, Second 

Secretary (Business), Embassy of 

Ethiopia visited Ahmedabad from 

31st July- 2nd, August, 2014.  

It was indeed pleasure to host our 

guests and share about our work, 

particularly about areas of 

engagement in SETU Africa 

programme. The team visited 

different sister organizations of SEWA, including SEWA Academy, SEWA Bank, HomeNet 

South Asia, SEWA Federation and SEWA Social Security team. During their visit they also saw 

our different activities, including child-care centres, literacy classes and livelihood training 

centres. The guests visited SEWA Child Care Centre at Pathan ni Chali, Ahmedabad City and 

also got an opportunity to interact with the parents. The parents were happy to talk about 

SEWA’s Child Care Centres. The experiences and narratives varied from appreciating the 

balsevikas’ (child care workers) efforts to take care of their children, their ability to go out to 

work as the timings of the centres match with their work schedule, the good eating habits, the 

discipline and hygienic practices inculcated in the children, preparing them and laying the 

foundation to perform well in formal schools and later in life. Most importantly the child care 

centres have changed the lives of women workers; they are able to work without stress, they 

earn more and some mothers were even able to pursue higher studies. Some older children 

who have spent their early childhood in our child care centres also joined in the discussions. 

The guests were moved to hear their stories.  Today, they are studying in different schools, 

some already in high school. With confidence and pride they narrated their achievements in 

Ethiopian Embassy team interacting with SEWA team 
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C.   Happenings at SEWA 
 

SEWA Health and Child Care
 

Adolescent Boys: Adolescent
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A new journey begins: At the 

 

SEWA organizes health camp
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The Loom Mool Story 

 

Loom Mool’s story starts and end
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hold the thread that connects the
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Contact Us At: 

National Insurance Vimo SEWA Co

“Chanda Niwas” Opp. Karnawati H

Hall, 

Ellisbridge, Ahmedabad-380006 

Telephone- 079-26580530/26587263

26580508 

Email- social@sewass.org 
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