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Impacts of the Cost-of-Living Crisis on Street Vendors in Bangkok, Thailand Women in Informal Employment:

Globalizing and Organizing

“
We were just recovering from COVID-19 

for about 4 months and then we 

encountered this situation. It can’t

even be considered recovery; we 

haven’t had the chance to recover yet” 

�����������������������������.
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Street vendor at Bang Khun Tien District. Photo Credit: HomeNet Thailand

https://www.reuters.com/markets/world-food-prices-hit-record-high-2022-despite-december-fall-2023-01-06/
https://www.imf.org/en/Countries/THA
https://www.price.moc.go.th/en/home_en
https://ntaccounts.org/doc/repository/NTA14.Lik.Paper.pdf
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1 Data was collected by HomeNet Thailand in four focus group discussions with 22 street vendors (17 women and 5 men). In addition, workers filled out a short questionnaire, and in-depth 

interviews were conducted with worker leaders. The findings are not representative but indicative. For the full report, covering four occupational sectors – domestic workers, home-based 

workers, motorcycle taxi drivers, and street vendors – see https://www.wiego.org/publications/shouldering-burden-impacts-cost-living-crisis-workers-informal-employment-bangkok

How is the Cost-of-Living Crisis 

Impacting Street Vendors?
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Street vendor at Bang Khun Tien District. Photo Credit: HomeNet Thailand

“
Things have become so expensive,  

and the prices keep going up every 

day, forcing me to take loans. The 

government doesn’t control the prices 

and allows them to keep rising. As a 

vendor, I have no choice but to raise 

my prices when the costs increase and, 

as a result, sales have been affected. It 

used to be manageable, but now it’s 

impossible for anyone to afford this 

kind of living” ��������������������.
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https://www.wiego.org/publications/shouldering-burden-impacts-cost-living-crisis-workers-informal-employment-bangkok
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What has Exacerbated the 

Crisis for Street Vendors? 
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Street vendor at Bang Khun Tien District. Photo Credit: HomeNet Thailand

“
The cost of raw materials has increased, 

but I have to keep selling at the same 

price. If I raise prices, customers won’t 

make purchases. Regardless, I can’t 

increase my prices. I can’t cut any 

corners either. I have no choice but to 

accept it” �����������������������

“
Debt will be with us for our entire lives” 

����������������������.

“
When I take my child out for noodles, 

it is like 50 baht for each bowl. 

Sometimes, my child eats more, and

the price goes up from 60 baht to 70 

baht. I keep thinking about it, and 

sometimes I choose to skip a meal so 

my child can have something to eat. I 

do not want to let him know that I only 

have this much cash and that I have 

to cut back on spending” �������������

��������������. 
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How are Vendors Coping? 
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Street vendor at Bang Khun Tien District. Photo Credit: HomeNet Thailand

“
It’s a unique period where the 

government is evicting people who are 

trying to earn a livelihood. They seem

about to overlook the struggles of the 

common people. If you obstruct their 

plans, they will forcefully remove you” 

�����������������������������.

“
Vendors struggle hard every day. They 

don’t have any other jobs. They keep 

pushing day by day because they can’t

switch to another profession. They’re 

older now and the only skill they  

have is selling [goods]”��������

���������������������.
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https://www.wiego.org/publications/i-want-be-protected-experiences-and-perspectives-informal-workers-social-security
https://www.wiego.org/publications/i-want-be-protected-experiences-and-perspectives-informal-workers-social-security
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Concerns over a Cycle of Debt  
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Concerns over Physical 

and Mental Health 
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Street vendor at Bang Khun Tien District. Photo Credit: HomeNet Thailand

“
We hope for support from the new 

government, particularly in addressing 

the significant issue of livelihoods”

������������������������������

“
Please allow us to coexist with 

pedestrians. We can adapt ourselves. 

We only need a vending space” 

�����������������������
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2 Since the beginning of 2023, it is estimated that 2.4 million people in Thailand have needed treatment for medical problems linked to air pollution.
3  Ninety-one per cent of those 65 and older are working in informal jobs in Thailand.
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Street Vendor Demands 
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Street vendor at Bang Khun Tien District. Photo Credit: HomeNet Thailand

“
I’m feeling a lot of stress. I can’t sleep, 

[I’m] feeling down, [I] don’t want to 

talk to anyone. I won’t tell my family 

my struggles. No matter what, 

I need to push harder” ������

���������������������.

“
Vendors have to keep selling until 

they pass away because they won’t be 

able to borrow money from anyone, 

especially at an older age” �������

��������������.
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https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20230421-every-breath-a-struggle-as-air-pollution-harms-health-in-thailand
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/428491622713258312/Aging-and-the-Labor-Market-in-Thailand-Labor-Markets-and-Social-Policy-in-a-Rapidly-Transforming-and-Aging-Thailand
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• Ensure fair and transparent regulations on 

access to public space: Government should 

uphold the right to work in public spaces. 

This includes allowing trade on sidewalks and 

working directly with vendor organizations to 

discuss public space management. 

• Invest in urban infrastructure: Street vendors 

require vending spaces with low rental fees, 

water, electricity and waste management 

services. Vendors also recommend the installation 

of streetlights as a physical security measure. 

• Invest in workplace infrastructure: Workplace 

infrastructure should meet the occupational 

health and safety needs of vendors and 

be sensitive to gender, age and climate 

considerations.

���������������������

• Put inflation control measures in place: Street 

vendors demand government intervention to 

control inflation. This includes price controls on 

utility bills, essential food items and transport. 

• Provide capital: Establish an informal economy 

fund to provide interest-free or low-interest loans 

for street vendors. Government should address 

age discrimination by considering the age limits 

attached to accessing government loans. 

• Provide training: Provide marketing, vocational 

and technology training to improve workers’ 

business models and with a particular focus on 

older and women workers. 

• Provide digital infrastructure: Government 

should provide free and high-quality internet 

services. This is a key enabler for running a 

business efficiently. 

Street vendors in Bangkok. Photo Credit: P. Wedel

“
A vendor [I know] is barely making any 

sales, only about two to three hundred 

a day, but his daily costs are already 

in the thousands. It’s exhausting. He 

has to sell here from seven or seven 

thirty in the morning. Then, he has to 

push his cart [to continue] selling at 

night. Life is becoming too tiring, too 

heavy” �����������������������������
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• Include workers in urban development and 

planning processes: This requires laws and 

policies that promote, protect and regulate 

vendors’ work. 

• Promote the participation of workers in 

institutionalized decision-making processes 

and social dialogue: At the local level, a 

commitment to including vendors’ voices can 

lead to more inclusive and comprehensive policy 

responses that incorporate workers’ solutions to 

issues that directly affect them. Attention should 

be paid to mechanisms sensitive to gender and 

diversity and that ensure inclusion, particularly 

of women vendors.

• Guarantee social control mechanisms: 

Government should guarantee participation 

and monitoring from the Federation of Informal 

Workers in Thailand, civil society and academics 

to assure social dialogue processes are effective 

and efficient.
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Women in Informal Employment:

Globalizing and Organizing

8

http://www.wiego.org.
https://www.facebook.com/informalworkers
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